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"Dalam hidup kita, cuma satu yang kita punya, yaitu keberanian. Kalau tidak punya 
itu, lantas apa harga hidup kita ini?" 
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“Laugh your heart out  
Dance in the rain  
Cherish the moment  
Live laugh love forgive & forget  




“NEVER, NEVER BE AFRAID TO DO WHAT'S RIGHT, ESPECIALLY IF THE 
WELL-BEING OF A PERSON IS AT STAKE.” 
(MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.) 
 
“Follow your heart, but don’t leave your brain. 
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 This research aims at identifying the type, the dominant type of 
communication strategies used by the eighth grade students of SMP N 1 
Surakarta, and their function in developing speaking skill in the conversation. The 
data are the transcript of conversations which are made by the respondent in a 
speaking class. The data are taken by the researcher through observation, and 
recorded using tape recorder. They are analyzed by Tarone’s theory of 
communication strategies. Triangulation is used to make credibility of the data. 
The researcher uses inter-rater reliability to establish the credibility of findings 
from an analysis. The findings of the research are: (1) the respondents use all the 
type of communication strategies, namely: a) topic avoidance, b) message 
abandonment, c) paraphrase, d) coinage, e) native language switching, f) miming 
and g) appeal for assistance, (2) the dominant type of communication strategies 
used by the respondents is native language switching with the percentage 35. 
29%, and (3) the function of communication strategies type is to develop speaking 
skill through reaching communicative competence by using five types of 
communication strategies, namely: a) paraphrase, b) coinage, c) native language 
switching, d) miming and e) appeal for assistance. 
 
Keywords: communication strategies, communicative competence, 
speaking skill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
